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enveloped by Vishnu's flower, the blue Lotus of the
sky, they seem to be pillars of earth and heaven
maintaining the cosmic order. At sunset they are the
glorious golden Lotus, the Devas' throne. At night,
when Nature herself seems wrapt in meditation, they
are changed to the great white Lotus, Siva's mystic
flower of purity and heavenly bliss, which opens when
the moon rises over Mahadeva's brow.

The idea of spiritual purity is one most intimately
associated with Himalayan symbolism. He who hopes
to enter the paradise of those high Elysian fields must
be pure in mind and body as the driven snow which
covers them : all sins may be washed away by bathing
in the sacred pool which collects the waters from
Kailasa's snows.

The earliest literary record of the great Himalayan
pilgrimage, the closing scene of the Mahabharata, tells
how the Pandava brothers, when tired of life's struggles,
resigned the kingdom they had won in heroic strife
and set out together with Draupadi, their common
wife, to climb the Devas' citadel of snow and there
rejoin their comrades who by death on the field of
battle had already won their passports to heaven.
But the Devas had decreed that no mortals except
those who had never transgressed the law of righteous-
ness should ever pass their portals without surrender-
ing their bodies to Yama, the Lord of Death. And
one by one they stumbled and fell, borne down by the
consciousness of their faults, first Draupadi, who had
shown too great partiality for Arjuna ; then Sahadeva,
who in his self-conceit thought no one so wise as
himself; Nakula, who was vain of his physical beauty;
Arjuna, who had boasted of his feats of arms, and